
 

IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD MEETING 
 

Thursday – October 25, 2007 – 9:00 A.M. 
 

Division of Building Safety 
Board Conference Room 

1090 East Watertower Street 
Meridian, ID  83642 

 
NOTE: The following report is not intended to be a verbatim transcript of the discussions at the meeting, but is 

intended to record the significant features of those discussions. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom Brown at 9:01 a.m. on Thursday, October 25, 
2007. 
 
Board Members Present:   DBS Staff Members: 
Tom Brown, Chairman C. Kelly Pearce, Administrator  
Mark LaBolle  Steve Keys, Deputy Administrator, Operations 
Tim Phillips Eric Fieldstad, Deputy Administrator, General Services 
Dale Pippitt Jeff Fitzloff, Electrical Bureau Chief 
Lee Riley Al Caine, Licensing & Compliance Manager 
Bob Scott Bill Hatch, Public Information Officer 
Al Frieze Danielle Lefler, Administrative Assistant 2 
Jeff Wheeler Brandee Pasborg, Office Specialist 2 
 Renee Bryant, Administrative Assistant 2 
Board Members Absent: Rob Foster, Program Supervisor 
Kreg Davis 
 
Chairman Tom Brown welcomed Jeff Wheeler, Journeyman Representative from eastern Idaho, to 
the Board. 
 
♦ Audio Streaming 

This meeting and future meetings will be broadcast “live” through a link on the Division 
Board’s website titled, “Audio Streaming for Board Meetings”.   
 

ACTION:  The Division will look into the possibility of placing the recorded meetings on the 
Board website.   

 
♦ On-Line Board Packets 

Board packets will be available for viewing and/or downloading from the Division Board’s 
website.  To access a packet click on the link next to the coinciding agenda named, “Board 
Packet”. 
 

♦ Audience Participation 
Code Updates/Reciprocal Licenses – Concerns arose regarding adjoining states delaying 
acceptance of code updates and the possible repercussion of the renewal of reciprocal licenses.  
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Al Caine clarified Idaho’s current continuing education requirements, in which to renew a 
journeyman license.  
 

ACTION:  Al Caine will contact Washington State to discuss Idaho’s staggered license renewal 
procedures, future code updates and the impact, if any, on their licensees.    
  
♦ Approval of Consent Items One Through Five  
MOTION:  Lee Riley made a motion to approve the October 25, 2007 Agenda, the August 9, 
2007 Board Meeting Minutes, the Financial Report, the Exam Summary Report and the 
Compliance (NOV/CP) Report as presented.  Tim Phillips seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
♦ Request for Administrative Appeals Hearing  

No appeals at this time. 
 

♦ Oregon Reciprocity 
Al Caine differentiated between Idaho’s master electrician and Oregon’s general supervisor 
electrician licenses and exams.  Upon reviewing both exams, it was recommended to both 
boards to suspend the reciprocity agreement between the Idaho master electrician and the 
Oregon general electrical supervisor until such time as the exams and licenses become more 
compatible.   

 
MOTION:  Al Frieze moved that the Board rescind the current agreement, between the Idaho 
Electrical Board and the comparable board for the state of Oregon, addressing reciprocity between 
Idaho master electricians and Oregon general electrical supervisors.  The Board should also direct 
DBS staff to work on further reviewing/revising the agreement.  Lee Riley seconded.  All in favor, 
motion carried. 
 
♦ Schedule 2008 Meetings 

The proposed 2008 Electrical Board meeting dates are as follows:  February 21st – Meridian; 
May 15th – Pocatello; July 29th – Post Falls and October 16th – Meridian.  The meetings will 
commence at 9:00 a.m. (local time).    

 
MOTION:  Mark LaBolle made a motion to accept the 2008 Electrical Board meeting dates.  Al 
Frieze seconded.  All ayes, motion carried.  
 
♦ Status of Licensing Hearings 
 Al Caine informed the Board of the agreed upon penalties of three electrical contractors.   
 
♦ Contractor’s Exam 

The Division will host a Business Law Exam workshop on November 14, 2007 in Meridian.  
The workshop will consist of reviewing items developed by ICC, establishing “cut-scores” for 
each item and overall review of the exam developing process.  Any board member interested 
in participating, please contact Al Caine. 
 

ACTION:  At the February 21, 2008 meeting, Al Caine will present a “draft” rule increasing the 
passing score to 75% for the contractor exam. 
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♦ Apprentice Competency Exams 
Mark LaBolle, Chairman of the Apprentice Competency Exams Committee, gave a brief 
overview of the committee’s two previous meetings.  The committee has agreed to pursue the 
concept of competency exams for each year of apprenticeship.  Their goal is to have a pilot 
program in place by the spring of 2008.  Their next meeting will be December 10, 2007, 8:00 
a.m., at the Division’s Meridian office.   

 
♦ Helper/Ratio 

This topic has been on the August 9, 2007 and October 25, 2007 Board agendas.  As of today, 
no one advocating this issue has been at the meetings.      

 
MOTION:  Tim Phillips made a motion decreeing that until proponents of this topic take the 
appropriate action to inform the industry and address the Board; the Board is unable to support 
legislation.  Bob Scott seconded.  All ayes, motion carried.  
 
♦ Swimming Pool Procedures 

There were no pool industry representatives at the meeting, therefore; no action was required 
by the Board.  

 
ACTION:  Jeff Fitzloff and Tom Brown will contact the swimming pool industry; inviting them to 
the February 21, 2008 meeting. 
 
ACTION:  Jeff Fitzloff will contact the Idaho Chapter of IAEI; confirming an industry related 
course on pool wiring.    
 
♦ Contract Inspections 

With the current decline of permits/inspections by 20 percent and possible legal issues with the 
State Tort Liability Limitation Act, the Division has chosen not to pursue this issue at this 
time.   
 

♦ Schooling (Update) 
Burton Waite, Professional Technical Education, addressed the need to review and update the 
policies for Electrical Apprenticeship Placement Procedures and the Acceleration Policy.   

 
♦ Telecommunications Coalition/Low Voltage (Update) 

The Coalition changed their name from Telecommunications to Electronic Communications 
Systems to encompass the entire telecommunications industry.    

 
A lengthy debate ensued on draft legislation distributed at the meeting.  The Coalition will 
take the Board’s suggestions under advisement. 

 
♦ Website Navigation 

Jan Maupin, IT support for DBS, provided an instructional presentation on how to navigate 
through the Division’s website and on-line search queries.  
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♦ CAS Presentation 
The Division has signed a contract with CRW.  They are currently working on the initial 
stages of the implementation of the program.  DBS staff are working on assembling the CRW 
workbook, identifying how the Division’s data is used.  The “go-live” date is still scheduled 
for May of 2008. 
 

♦ Administrator’s Report 
Board Room Reconfiguration - The Board room will be reconfigured; placing portable tables 
in a u-shape for board members and theater style seating for visitors.  
 
Division Newsletter – A draft of the Division newsletter was previewed.  The newsletter will 
be published twice a year and will be available through the mail, schools and electronically.   
 

♦ Old/New Business 
Idaho Code/Administrative Rules – As a pilot program, the Division has created a pocketsize 
version of the Electrical Bureau’s Idaho Code and Administrative Rules.   
 
Board Members – Tom Brown reiterated that board members are part of the Board until 
replaced by the Governor.   
 

MOTION:  Mark LaBolle made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Lee Riley seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.  
  
 
 
___________________________________  ____________________________________ 
TOM BROWN, CHAIRMAN   C. KELLY PEARCE, ADMINISTRATOR  
ELECTRICAL BOARD    DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ____________________________________ 
DATE                                  DATE 
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